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Aristocracy: Was the nobility a dominant force in Russian society at
the end of the nineteenth century? 1
Yes. The Russian nobility was an adaptive elite that remained
a pillar of the state until the Revolution of 1917.
(Paul du Quenoy) 1
No. The traditional role of the nobility eroded in the last half
of the nineteenth century because of changes in social
composition, legal status, and cultural attitudes.
(Bradley Woodworth) 6

Civil Society: Were the independent social institutions of
Imperial Russia—including the media, professional associations,
charitable groups, and artistic enterprises—contributing
to the modernization of the country during the decades
before 1917? 8
Yes. A burgeoning Russian civil society was gradually creating
a modern and democratic Russia during the last decade of
tsarism. (Thomas Earl Porter) 9
No. The development of Russian civil society was restricted by
the tsarist autocracy and then destroyed by the Bolshevik regime,
both of which considered independent social institutions a threat
to government authority. (Louise McReynolds) 11

Culture and Revolution: Was Russian cultural expression
subsumed by politics during the revolutionary era? 14
Yes. The Bolsheviks and other groups redefined culture as
revolutionary political expression. (Catherine Blair) 14
No. Russian culture generally evolved apart from politics in the
revolutionary era. (Louise McReynolds) 18

Diplomatic Goals in World War I: Did Imperial Russia have feasible
diplomatic goals during World War I? 21
Yes. Russia's goals—to control the Turkish Straits, to expand
its borders southward, and to continue influence in the
Balkans—were realizable. (Sean Foley) 22
No. Russia entered World War I because of the swell of
pan-Slavism; it had no well-formulated diplomatic goals.
(Phil Giltner) 25

Diplomatic Policy in the 1920s: Did the Soviet regime pursue an
aggressive foreign policy in the 1920s? 28
Yes. The Soviets actively promoted revolution abroad and used
aggressive diplomacy to ensure the continued existence of their
communist state. (John Soares) 29 v



No. The Soviets drew back from confrontation in an attempt
to build alliances that would ensure their survival and help them
develop their economy. (Phil Giltner) 32

Duma: Was the Duma a viable parliamentary institution? 35
Yes. The Duma had many features of a modern parliament
and was a central element in the evolution of a constitutional
monarchy in Russia. (Brandon Schneider) 35
No. The Duma's limited powers and fractious relations with the
autocracy cast doubt on its relevance in the late Imperial era.
(Paul du Quenoy) 38

Early Soviet Economy: Was the New Economic Policy (NEP)
effective in promoting recovery from war and revolution? 43
Yes. NEP allowed industry, agriculture, and other economic
sectors to make impressive recoveries. (York Norman) 43
No. NEP fell short of restoring economic prosperity and failed
to solve long-term problems. (Paul du Quenoy) 45

Imperial and Soviet Continuities: Were there substantial
continuities between Imperial Russia and the
Soviet Union? 50
Yes. The Soviet regime failed to alter meaningfully the
authoritarianism of Imperial Russia. (Aristotle Kallis) 50
No. The Soviet state was radically different from its
predecessor; it monopolized political power and economic
development, restricted civil liberties introduced before the
Revolution, and instilled a reign of terror unthinkable in
Imperial Russia. (Paul du Quenoy) 53

International Terrorism: Did the Russian terrorists of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries provide the model for
present-day terrorist groups? 57
Yes. Beginning with the writings of Mikhail Bakunin in the late 1860s
and The People's Will group, formed in 1879, Russians developed the
system of centralized underground organizations composed of
disaffected zealots bent on disruption of governments by public
acts of random violence that has been imitated widely
throughout the world since. (Sean Foley) 57
No. Terrorism is too amorphous to be traced to a single source.
The Russian model, developed from French Jacobins in the early
1790s, is only one of several types of terrorist activity employed by
those seeking political-, social-, or religious-based revolution.
(Jelena Budjevac) 63

Literacy and Education: Did the Bolsheviks accelerate
achievements in literacy and primary education in the
Soviet Union? 66
Yes. Soviet mass literacy and education programs were swift
and impressive agents of modernization. (Kerry Foley) 66
No. Soviet accomplishments in education and literacy were
neither more impressive than similar developments in
Western Europe nor dramatic improvements over what
the tsarist government had achieved. (Kerry Foley) 69

National Liberation Movements: Did the Russian Revolution
have a strong influence on national liberation movements? 72
Yes. National liberation movements took important lessons
and received substantial support from the Soviet regime.
(Sean Foley) 72
No. National liberation movements generally rejected the
lessons of the Bolshevik Revolution and avoided Soviet
influences. (Paul du Quenoy) 75
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Nationalities Policy: Was the Soviet nationalities policy
instituted by Vladimir Lenin fair and balanced? 79
Yes. The Soviets largely fulfilled Lenin's promises of
national autonomy and nondiscrimination.
(Vasilis Vourkoutiotis) 79
No. The Soviets essentially reconstructed the tsarist empire
and imposed de facto Great Russian rule. (Kerry Foley) 82

New Economic Policy: Was Vladimir Lenin committed to
maintaining the New Economic Policy (NEP)? 86
Yes. Vladimir Lenin was firmly committed to NEP and would
have pursued it over the long term. (Aristotle Kallis) 86
No. Vladimir Lenin never saw NEP as more than a
compromise to remain in power, and he would have
eliminated it as soon as circumstances permitted.
(York Norman) 89

Paris Peace Settlement: Did the Russian Revolution have a
meaningful influence on the Paris Peace Settlement? 93
Yes. The fear of a pan-European Marxist revolution was
a significant consideration at the Paris Peace Conference.
(Phil Giltner) 94
No. The immediate concern of obtaining an advantageous
and lasting peace with Germany and its allies dominated the
agenda at the Paris Peace Conference.
(Paul du Quenoy) 97

Provisional Government and World War I: Could the Provisional
Government have survived if it had pulled Russia out of
World War I? 100
Yes. The hardships of war turned public opinion against the
Provisional Government and precipitated its fall.
(Phil Giltner) 101
No. Even without the war, the Provisional Government would
have been unable to maintain the broad range of political
support it needed to stay in power and institute the reforms
demanded by the Russian people. (Aristotle Kallis) 103

Public Opinion and Foreign Policy: Did the tsarist government
consider public opinion in formulating foreign policy? 107
Yes. Public opinion heavily influenced government decisions
on commercial and strategic issues in the late imperial era.
(Paul du Quenoy) 107
No. Imperial Russian diplomacy operated according to
principles of realpolitik and was in the main divorced from
public opinion. (York Norman) 110

Red Terror: Could the Bolshevik regime have established its
authority without using terror and coercion? 113
Yes. Initially the Bolsheviks enjoyed widespread support for
their policies of ending Russian participation in World War I
and redistributing agricultural land. The reliance on terror
came with Josef Stalin's rise to power. (John Pawl) 113
No. Terror was crucial in ensuring loyalty and allegiance to
the new regime. (Catherine Blair) 116

Revolution from Above: Did Josef Stalin's "revolution from above"
equal a "Soviet Thermidor"? 120
Yes. After his rise to absolute power Stalin deliberately
undermined the international Marxism of Lenin.
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No. Stalin's "revolution from above" was the natural outcome
of the Bolshevik Revolution. (Paul du Quenoy) 122
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Revolution of 1905: Was Lenin right when he called the
Revolution of 1905 a dress rehearsal for the Revolution
of 1917? 128
Yes. The Revolution of 1905 arose from many of the same
issues and conflicts that came to the forefront in 1917.
(Louise McReynolds) 129
No. The Revolution of 1905 was the impetus for reform
movements that had the potential to democratize Russia.
(Thomas Earl Porter) 130

Romanov Murders: Did Bolshevik leaders in Moscow order
the execution of the Imperial Family in Ekaterinburg
in July 1918? 135
Yes. Local Bolshevik officials in Ekaterinburg repeatedly sought
advice from Moscow about the tsar and his family. There is
convincing circumstantial evidence that the locals acted on an
order from Moscow. (Catherine Blair) 135
No. Local Bolshevik officials in Ekaterinburg executed former
tsar Nicholas II and his family on their own initiative in order
to prevent the royals from being liberated by approaching
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role as protector of Serbia and other Balkan states during
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Russo-Japanese War: Was Russia doomed to defeat in the
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effectively and who improperly used the available
military resources. (Phil Giltner) 171

H I S T O R Y IN D I S P U T E , V O L U M E 21: R E V O L U T I O N A R Y R U S S I A , 1890-1930



No. Russia had the resources to win the war; the Japanese
sued for peace before the full might of Russian military forces
could be brought to bear. (Paul du Quenoy) 174
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No. Wltte's policies created great urban instability and caused
many problems for Russia's emerging economy.
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